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AGRA. 


An Idol demolished by a Devolee. * 

The following account, from the Calcutta 
Missionary Herald, of the demolition of the 
stone image of a heathen goddess, was commu- 
nicated in a letter to the Editor, by a friend res- 
ident in Agra :— 

A circumstance took place here some time 
ago, which caused a great sensation amongst 
the natives in Agra. During the hot season 
the small pox was very prevalent here, and car- 
ried off numbers of the natives. A native nam- 
ed Moolehund, a potter by trade, had an only 
son, on whom he doated ; the poor child (about 
four years old) caught the disorder ; the father, 
anxious for the life of his only child, hastened 
to the shrine of the goddess Bhuwanee, or Shee- 
ta, who is supposed to preside over this disease, 
and vowed to present her with a rich offering 
in cattle if she would spare his darling sou. As 
the child grew worse, the father grew more im- 
portunate with the false goddess for his life, un- 
til about the twentieth day of his illness, when 
the infant died. Distracted at his loss, with 
bitter lamentations, he began to upbraid himself 
for his fully, in placing his confidence in a mass 
of stone ; for he was sure she could be no god- 
dess, or his promise of so rich an offering, or his 
cries and tears would have moved her to have 
pity on him. Filled with this idea, and wrought 
up to a pitch of distraction by his loss, he sallied 
forth frou his house, armed with a pickaxe, and 
bent his course toward the shrine, determined 
to be revenged on the false or unpropitious de- 
ity. Providentially, the priests were not pres- 
ent to interrupt him, as the wretched state of 
mind he was in might have led to bloodshed.— 
The few devotees present fled at his approach, 
and left him to deal with Bhuwanee as he list- 
ed. He was not idle, for in a few minutes the 

dess lay in pieces at his feet. Those who 
fea gave the alarm, and in a few minutes a 
great number assembled, and in the height of 
their zeal were for tearing him in pieces. Some 
chuprasees appeased the inultitude, and promi- 
sed to take charge of him and convey him to 
the magistrate to answer for his impious con- 
duct: this appeared to give satisfaction to the 
majority, and was about to be put into execu- 
tion, when some Brahinins, (who no doubt were 
fully aware of the consequences, should they 





thus make the affair public,) persuaded the peo- 
ple that Moolchund was out of his mind, and by 
this means he escaped out of their hands. A 
Mr. Cussins, of the Church Missionary Society, 
(who has kindly furnished me with a copy of 
| big letter to Rev. Mr, Corrie on the subject, and 
from which | have drawn the substance of what 
I have stated,) shortly after visited him, and 
found him desirous of learning the way of life 
more fully: the consequence was, he removed 
to the missionary premises, and though he has 
not made an open profession of Christ, yet he 
says, that though he was blind, he now sees.— 
His family have used every endeavor to draw 
him back, but as yet have not prevailed. 


SULKEA. 


Extracts of letters from the Rev. James Thomas to 
the Secretary. 


From our Report you will perceive that at 
Calcutta, and indeed, at all the stations oceupi- 
ed by the Society in India, a portion of success 
has been vouchsafed, and a greater number of 
converts from umong the brethren, or others, 
has been added to our churches, than in any 
former year for a considerable period. In a 
leuer I received four days ago, you say, “ We 
shall be glad to receive further intelligence res- 
vecting the villages mentioned in your letter.” 

rom those villages nine converts have been 
received, and there are others who afford pleas- 
ing hopes. We might, I am persuaded, have 
received double that number or still more, but 
we have felt anxious to obtain full satisfaction 
as to the fitness of candidates, and to avoid, if 
fate, the bitterness arising from desertion. 

itherto our new converts have stood their 
ground well, while two, if 1 mistake not, have 
died in the faith, leaving a sweet savor behind 
them. Itis through the Christian deportment 
and pious zeal of one or more of these con- 
verts, that other persons have more recently 
come to Calcutta as inquirers, and repeated their 
visit again and again, though they come a dis- 
tance of probably not much less than fifty miles. 
Brother W. H. teat who has had chiefly to 
do with them, seems much pleased with them, 
Paunchoo has been once to their village, and 
gives « very encouraging account of the treat- 
ment he received, and the readiness with which 
persons heard the Gospel and received tracts. 

Amidst our pleasures we have had mourning, 
for we feel our loss, You will probably have 
received intelligence from some other of my 
brethren, ere this reaches you, of the death of 





our very dear sister Penny, and will consequent- 
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ly know to what I refer. Yes, she has eritered 
into glory and her works do follow her; she 
has been translated, but before her translation 
she obtained this»testimony that she pleased 
God! She died the’ 24th of December. On the 
M y when we all thought her on the point 
of{departing, she was very happy, and joined 
with great energy in singing parts of several 
hynins, and in prayer adding her hearty amen. 
othing but Christ or divine things seemed to 
the least attraction; she appeared en- 
tirely abstracted from every thing and every 
body, though she knew and could call persons 
by their names. Death had no terrors; she 
knew that her Redeemer lived, and could and 
did entrust her all to him. 

April 26,1830. Last week, the very welcome 
packet of magazines, &c. came to hand. We 
are greatly rejoiced to hear of the manner in 
which the Lord has inclined the hearts of the 
fae in England to come forward to your 

elp, and that such a disposition seems to ex- 
pand and strengthen. Three more heralds des- 
patched to the West! and two or three candi- 
dates for the East! I know not in what language 
to express the thankfulness and delight I feel, 
and am ready to repeat the angel’s song, with 
which the heavens resounded when the Savior 
made his appearance in this sinful world, “ Glo- 
ry to God in the highest, on earth peace, good 
will towards man.” 

We shall hail the arrival of one or two, but 
we have need of many more; you should have 
at least two or three more missionaries in Cal- 
cutta and its vicinity, and then as to other pla- 
ces the wants are exceedingly great. I earn- 
estly wish you = ee enabled to send out a 
much greater number than heretofore, and that 
they may not be so widely scattered over the 
face of the country as in years gone by; if you 
cannot keep two missionaries at one station, let 
the stations be so near as to admit of inter- 
course and co-operation, and in case of illness 
or death, of one looking after the concerns of 
two stations, without the necessity of suspend- 
ing operations for one, two, or three years, till 
a new brother arrives. How much ground, la- 
bor, money, yes, and probably success, has been 
lost by a want of agents, or by their being so 
wide apart as to be unable to aid or succor each 
other in times of sickness, or when death has 
removed any of their number. Many hear and 
read with apparent attention, and some seem to 
feel; many express their convictions that Chris- 
tianity will shortly prevail. My boys’ school 
géts on very well, often forty or upwards pres- 
ent, and numbers are waiting for admission. In 
my pe roe and English school, out of up- 
wards of fifty names, I believe there are nearly 
forty names of Brahmins ; indeed I bave hard- 
ly any but youth of this class. Oh! that they 
may me priests of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


MR. GROVES, ENGLISH MISSIONARY 
' TO PERSIA. 


Ina previous number, mention has been made 
of Mr. Groves, an English missionary to Persia. 
The case of this intrepid and self denying sol- 
dier of the cross is so remarkable, that some ac- 
count of him will doubtless be interesting. Mr. 


Mr. Groves, English Missionary to Persia. 
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Groves was a pious layman, whose heart burn- 
ed within to devote his life to evangelizing the 
world. For many years the subject occupied 
his thoughts. About seven years since he pub- 
lished his book on Christian Devotedness, and 
soon after made up his mind to de¥@te himself 
to the cause of missions. He was three years 
in disposing of his property, and in studying for 
the mission. During this period, for two years, 
his wife occasioned him much trouble, on ac- 
count of her opposition in feeling and principle 
to her husband. At length, she too became pi- 
ous, and Mr. Groves made preparations to go 
to Persia as a missionary. ‘The proceeds of his 
property yielded an annual income of one thou- 
sand pounds sterling. He offered the option of 
the whole of this, or himself and family, to the 
Church Missionary Society. They chose the 
latter. And Mr. G. resolved to go on the mis- 
sion at his own cost. 

-Thg father of Mrs. Groves disinherited her. 
An elder brother who was to receive a double 
portion, sent for Mr. and Mrs. G. and offered to 
give them a large present sum, and all his prop- 
erty, if they outlived him, if they would prou- 
ise to give up what he called their vagaries, and 
consent to live rationally like other people. 
Mr. Groves told him he knew no other use to 
be made of money, than to expend it for the 
good of souls; that he should certainly expend 
in that way all he might have ; and as he really 
had no other use for money he should not make 
any such promise. The brother called them 
fanatics, but it is conjectured that he settled his 
fortune on Mr. G’s. children. 

Entertaining some scruples about matters 
connected with Episcopal ordinations, to which 
he could not conscientiously subscribe, he re- 
turned to his family to consult them in this exi- 
gency. He had, it seems, reserved money enough 
for his expenses for the last term, which he had 
put up in a parcel and marked it ezpenses---and 
also enough to pay his taxes, of which he had 
made another.bundle and marked tares. A rob- 
ber broke into the house and stole the first men- 
tioned parcel and left the other. Mr. Groves 
considered this as an indication of Providence 
that the time had arrived for him to commence 
his mission relying on the strength of the prom- 
ises to go without any dependence but upon his 
God and Saviour. 

Mr. Groves went to the India House to make 
inquiries about a passage to India. A genitle- 
man who heard him, eagerly asked if be had 
thoughts of going there; and said, Sir, you can 
do me a great favor; my brother is Agent of 
the British Government in Bussorah ; his wife 
and children are anxiously waiting to return to 
India under the care of some one. It was im- 
mediately settled that they should go by land, 
via St. Petersburgh. Thus an importance and 
security were given to the missionary travellers 
which they could not have enjoyed in any oth- 
er way. Mr. G. left England in June 1830, with 
his wife and two sons, and proceeded by way of 
St. Petersburgh to Tiflis, in Georgia, from 
whence the letter from Messrs, Smith and 
Dwight, published in the Missionary Herald for 
January, was written. . 

On arriving at Tabris or Taubris, they receiv- 
ed letters that advised them of the lady’s hus- 
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band, Major Taylor, having removed froy Bus- 
sorah to Bagdat, on the Tigris, but beyond the 
western upedaries of Persia, a most favorable 
and providéntia!l change for Mr. Groves, as Bag- 
dat was the very station he wished to occupy ; 
because the Persian, Turkish, and Armenian 
languages are there spoken. Mrs. Taylor was 
a native of Bombay, and had become pious dur- 
ing her visit in England. Major Taylor show- 
ed much kindness to the mission family---pays 
respect to religion, and has written to England, 
suggesting many modes of doing good in Per- 
sia, particularly of sending out to him pious 
mechanics, for whom he engaged constant and 
profitable employment. 

rs. Taylor, previous to visiting England, 
had been captured by pirates in the Persian 
Gulf, on a passage from Bombay to Bussorah. 
They were Mohammedaiis, and threatened to 
behead her, and she was placed on the block 
for that purpose, unless she would renounce 
her Savior. Although a delicate and timid wo- 
man, and not then pious, she declared she 
would rather die than renounce Christianity.--- 
She afterwards persuaded an Alexandrian mer- 
chant to ransom her for a considerable sum, 
assuring him that her husband would gladly 
reimburse him, which he did. 

Mr. Parnel, son of Sir Henry Parnel, offered 
himself last autumn to go with two missiona- 
ries and a sister of Mr. Groves, to assist and 
reinforce the Persian Mission.---V. Y. Evan. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 


Lerrer From Syria. 

The following letter, dated Beyrout, Nov. 9, 
1830, was addressed to the Society of Inquiry 
on Missions in the Theological Seminary in 
Princeton, by the Rev. Mr. Whiting, who re- 
cently left this country, and is now residing as 
a missionary at Beyrout, in Syria. 

Dear Brethren—I well remember the request 
that was made by the junior members of your 
association, at the last meeting that my class 
attended, viz. that the brethren then about lea- 
ving the seminary, would write to the society 
when they should have reached their respective 
fielis of labor. I reimember too with what in- 
terest the letters of missionaries in distant lands 
were always received. These considerations, 
with the desire of hearing from you, will be 
enough to induce me to write as often as my 
circumstances will allow. Besides, our corres- 
pondence will doubtless prove a happy means 
of promoting our mutual love and sympathy ; 
and sometimes, perhaps, we may say a word in 
seagon, which will serve to quicken and strength- 
en each other. 

Before this time, probably, you have learned 
that Mr. Bird and myself, who were instructed 
to resume what has been called the Palestine 
mission, arrived at this place some months ago, 
through the good hand of our God upon us, 
and were permitted to commence our humble 
labors in peace. You will unite with us in giv- 
ing thanks to God for the past tokens of his fa- 
vor to us and our mission, and. in praying that 
his blessing may continue with us. Tdou not 
also, that, in common with many others, you 
are looking with interest towards this land for 
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tidings. Most fervently do I wish, dear breth- 
ren that I could send you “glad tidings of good 
things.” Ishould love to tell you of the rapid 
‘extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom in these 
parts of the world, of souls converted, and re- 
ligion revived, all over Syria and Palestine.— 
But, it is scarcely necessary to say, I have no 
such cheering intelligence to give you. And 
what, alm@et, can I tell you of these countries, 
for your gratification? It is not possible to give, 
in a single letter, a full and faithful picture of 
the moral condition of the people among whom 
we live; and if it were, such a picture would 
be any thing but gratifying—unless, indeed, you 
should be gratified to see a great field for chris- 
tian enterprise, where as many of you as desire 
it may find ample room to bestow your pious 
labors, and where the labors of more than your 
whole number are at this moment imperiously 
needed. 

You are aware that. numerous portion of 
the population of Syria, and that portion to 
which our efforts are principally confined, are 
a civilized, and nominally a christian people. 
Of their character you have heard mock, To 
say that they afe christians ——_ name, would 
go but a litthe way towards declaring all the 
truth. 1 might tell you of theit ignorance—and 
it is probably safe to say that not one in twent 
of the adult population can read. Of this small 
fraction of the people, few have access to any 
useful books, or a disposition to read such as 
they have. Of course the great majority: are 
destitute of the Scriptures; and there are mul? 
titudes who do not even hear the Scriptures 
read intelligibly during their life time. Of the 
priests themselves, probably many have never 
read the New Testament; and it seems to be 
no part of their business to teach the people 
knowledge. They are sometimes zealous, but 
not for the truth of God, nor for good works. 
The main object of their zeal seems to be fo shut 
out the truth, to fortify the strong holds of er- 
ror, to rivet the chains of ignorance upon the 
people, and perpetuate along established, seul- 
ruining system of superstition and ecclesiastical 
tyranny. [ might speak of the immorality of 
the people, not one of whom, so far as we know, 
even professes to take the precepts of the Bible 
as arule of conduct. This remark applies to 
both priests and people. Moral honesty, ora 
conscientions regard to truth, is a thing un- 
known, and unlooked for. No one seems to ex- 
pect that his neighbor will tell the truth, or be 
upright in his dealings, any farther than it suits 
his convenience or his interest to do so. And 
it is confessed that if a man should profess and 
endeavor to regulate his life by the word of God,, 
he would make himself the object of universal 
ridicule. I could tell you of prevailing infidelity, 
which, it is too evident is often concealed under 
a violent zeal for the name and some of the 
forms of Christianity. There is no doubt that 
many, especially of the more sensible men, and 
not a few of those ecclesiastics, who are the 
stoutest champions of “the church,” and the 
fiercest persecutors of the “ Bible men,” are in- 
fidels at heart. I might go on to fill my letter 
with accounts of the whe wg of the 
—their disregard of the Sabbath—their general 
apathy in respect to religious subjects, and the 
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difficulty of exciting their attention to the mo- 
mentous concerns of the soul. And all this, 
though it could afford you no pleasure, might 
assist you in forming an idea of the nature of 
our work, and the difficulties attending it; and 
induce you to pray the more earnestly for the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit, in connexion 
with our exertions to persuade the peoble of 
this land to embrace the pure Gospel} of Christ. 
And when you look at the state of the people 
in these countries, and think of their prospects 
for eternity—dear brethren, does not the desire 
arise in your minds, and do not some of you 
form the purpose, to come over and help us in 
this blessed work? Many of you, I know, per- 
haps the most of you, will feel that you ought 
to remain in America. I know that our belov- 
ed brethren in the West are sending their af- 
fecting sapeue to you. I know that the hands 
of our fellow missionaries in the Sandwich Is- 
jands, and in India, need to be strengthened— 
and if, as it appears, there is no more place 
found in the United States for the poor Indians, 
but they must needs be driven away, some of 
you, I trust, will feel constrained to go and look 
after them in their dispersions. And I am aware 
that your numbér does not probably exceed one 
hundred. Nor would I say a word to keep an 
individual of you from any of these fields: on 
the contrary, my heart and my prayers shall go 
with every brother that finds it in his heart to go 
to them. But when surveying the great vine- 
yard of our Divine Master, and comparing the 
elaims of the various parts of it, I trust that 


qe will not overlook the regions around the 


editerranean. And perhaps I shall not be 
thought unreasonable in expressing the hope 
that we may yet see at least one or two of you 
in pecially when itis remembered that 
in all Syria and the Holy Land, there are now 
no Protestant missionaries, except my worthy 
colleague and inyself. But whether we are per- 
mitted to see the faces of any of you or not, I 
feel assured that we shall share in the prayers 
of you all. I trust that wherever you may la- 
bor, the people among whom you minister will 
often be reminded of this mission, and of the 
perishing thousands for whose benefit it was 
undertaken. 

You will not wonder, if with so much around 
us to make us fee] our own impotence, we re- 
gard the prayers of our beloved brethren at 
home as peculiarly precious: and I beg you 
will not think it a matter of course, if we very 
often repeat the request, “pray for us, pray for 
us.” And if you desire to render us very im- 
portant help in our work, try to increase the in- 
terest of those who love prayer, in behalf of 
the people to whom we are sent. We notice 
with joy, thatthe General Assembly, at their 
last meeting, sent a special letter to the church- 
2%, posnee the letter itself we have not seen) 
on the subjecz of the monthly concert for pray- 

r. May 1 suggest, dear brethren, that much 
can be dane by yourselves towardgeffecting the 
object of that excellent recommendation, at 
least in the congregations where you may here- 
after mivister. It will not be enough to make 
the appointment regularly every month, and to 
tell the people that the meeting is an important 
gne. You would hardly expect to convert sin- 
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ners by merely telling them there is a way of 
salvation, and that they ought to embrace it. 
Your people must see that your own hearts feel 
the importance of the subject—your phlpits must 
resound with the claims of a dying world; and 
the obligation which the last command of Christ 
imposes upon every individual of his followers, 
must be, not only occasionally, but frequently 
and feelingly enforced ; the subject must have 
that prominence in. your preaching, which it 
had in the preaching of Christ and the Apos- 
tles. Then may you hope to see diffused 
among your people the sume enlarged benevo- 
lence, the same missionary zeal, the same read. 
iness to pray and toil and suffer for the conver- 
sion of the world, that characterised the early 
christians. 

Mr. Bird unites with me in fraternal saluta- 
tions to you all; and also in the hope of one 
day seeing some of you in this country.---- 
Brethren the harvest is great and the laborers 
are few. We feel that our hands are weak, 
and in the view of our liability to be removed 
from the field by sickness or death, before oth- 
ers can be on the ground and acquainted with 
the language, as well as of the moral necessities 
of the people, we cannot but earnestly hope 
and pray that the Lord of the harvest will soon 
send more laborers to our aid.---V. Y. Obs. 


FOREIGN ABSTRACTS, 


Collected by the Chris. Watchman ‘ony London 
Publications for March. 


Scuoots ry Carna.—Mr. and Mrs. Dyer, at 
Pinang, in China, are operating very happily 
by their schools. There is, however, an un- 
happy prejudice against the education of fe- 
males. The Chinese at Pihang will not entrust 
their females to the instruction of Europeans, 
and Mrs. Dyer has been disappointed in every 
effort to retain them in the schools she has 
commenced, or to collect thein into the one she 
had proposed to commence on the Mission 
premises ; but an abundance of Chinese boys 
can be easily obtained for the schools, as they 
are freely offered by the natives. The Rev. 
Mr. Dyer states that his scholars make rapid 
advances. 

Istanp or Certox.—An Orphan Asylum, 
at Point Galle, is here established, by the lady 
of an opulent merchant, whose name is Gib- 
son. Mr. Gibson has shown much kindness to 
Missionaries, and his lady has done great things 
for the rising generation. She is the chief pa- 
tron, overseer, and supporter of this Asylum. 
Institutions of this character were rare, when 
Mrs, Gibson commenced hers, the expense of 
which is considerable ; but they have increas- 
ed, as the native growth of genuine Christian- 
ity, and, with its progress they will continue to 
increase. 

Betrary, East-Inpiss.—From a Report, 
dated Aug. 30, 1830, it appears that at this sta- 
tion, under the direction of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, preaching is sustained and 
public worship attended at several different 

laces. I: is pleasing to remark, that worship 
is maintained in Zillah jail, to between 4 and 


the ins 
pectab 
shew + 
tants t 
man C 
only s 


Pa 
with ' 





1881] 


500 prisoners, at six in the morning when op- 
portunity is afforded. In addition to stated 
services, once a week one of the Missionaries 
frequents the most public plates of resort, fur 
communicating the gospel in a way of familiar 
conversation with the heathen. Numbers visit 
the Mission house; and to such as can read, 
tracts are given, with scriptural advice. 
native church consists of sixteen members. 
Some of the military attend public services. 
The candidates for church fellowship were 19. 
There is a native teacher, who is named Sam- 
ual Flavel. 

Scnoous, &c. 1x Betrarny.—The Mission 
schools amount to nine, and the average atten- 
dance 270; and there are also a number of 
private schools. The press is constantly em- 
ployed. 30,000 copies of sundry tracts in Can- 
arese have been printed, besides other works 
for the Mission, and 1050 copies of different 
parts of the Bible. 

Tracts 1x Inpta.—On the anniversary of a 
heathen festival, in April last year, two Mis- 
sionaries distributed about 2000 tracts, and 150 
portions of Scripture. In consequence of this, 
a Lingum Gooroo and four of his disciples have 
since made a visit to Bellary, from a distance of 
200 miles, for the professed object of being in- 
structed in Christianity, they Costay seen the 
tracts. They declare that they have renoun- 
ced the worship of idols, and are inquiring 
after the true God. On their departure, they 
were furnished with the gospels in Canarese, 
and a few trects. They promised to return 
soon, with their families, 


ESCAPE OF A NUN. 


Perhaps some of our readers will hardly believe 
that the Roman Catholics have several Nunneries in 
this land of gospel light, where young and lovely fe- 
males are sent by their parents to be educated, or 
mere properly, to be deluded, by the abominable 
mummneries of Popery, and ruined as it respects this 
world and the life to come. We have not yet been 
brought to feel the horrors of the Inquisition, but we 
should, no doubt, very soon, in all its hellish mercies, 
if they only had the power to establish them. We 
have seen, by the communications of Dr. Sayder, 
the inside of a Catholic College, and hope the res. 
pectable lady mentioned in the following letter will 
shew us the inside of a college for girls. Let Protes- 
tants tolerate and encourage these nurseries of Ro- 
man Catholic piety a little longer, and we may not 
only see but feel the holy comforts of the Inquisition. 





From the Episcopal Recarder, 
Parat Epucation.—We have long looked 
with surprise, upon the heedlessness with which 
even Protestant, and pious families, commit the 


education of their children, to Papists. A fa- 
miliar knowledge of the circumstances arid 
character of the institution referred to in the 
following letter, has long led us to the convic- 
tion, that its tendency and effect, were in every 
respect dangerous to the Protestant children 
who were confided to it. The many instances 
we have known of the iniquitous influence of 
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the whole system of education, there carried 
on, lead us to intreat parents as they value the 
immortal interests of their children, to rescue 
them from the pestilence and ruin, involved in 
a nunnery education. We rejoice that the time 
is coming, when the light of truth shall break 
into these houses of sin, and iniquity shall be 
brought to the light, that it be made manifest 
and reproved. 

Wasuinoton.—* There has been no little 
excitement in this community within a few 
days past, and especially among the Romanists, 
arising froin the recent of a principal 
Nun, Sister Gertrude, from the Nunnery in 
Georgetown. This event has brought to light 
some of the secrets of ‘ Mystic Babylon.’ 

“Sister Gertrude was the ehief instructress 
of the academy in the institution, and 7 
whom its prosperity chiefly depended, and her 
desertion inay happily operate to check its suc- 
cess, and open the eyes of Protestants at least, 
to the danger of confiding their daughters to 
hands, where every art and allurement is used 
to destroy their Protestant attachments, and to 
entangle them in the evils of a profession which 
attaches to itself just enough of the semblance 
of religion to cast a shade over its multiplied 
superstitions and idolatries. 

“ This delusion has prevailed but too long, and 
it is now devoutly to be hoped the recent events 
both abroad and at home, will operate to dis- 
pel the charm and secure the downfall ome sys- 
tem which has already outlived its day. It will 
require, at least, another miracle wrought in 
the district, to repair the effects of Sister Ger. 
trude’s defection. 

“ The lady took the veil when she was only 
fifteen years old, and has been a member of the 
Convent during seventeen years. How long 
her mind has been disaffected to the system 
which she has so many years contributed to 
sustain, is not known; but the act of her elope- 
ment was not the result of any sudden influ- 
ence, for by her own free avowals, it appears 
that her heart has more than once bled for the 
innocent victims whom she has seen entrapped 
by those arts which beguiled her, or betrayed 
into rash vows jby a morbid sensibility, under 
worldly disgusts.or disappointments, 

“The establishment, it would seem is divid- 
ed into parties called among themselves, liber- 
als and ullras, to the former of which, Sister 
Gertrude belonged. This circumstance re- 
flects but poor houor on the infallibility of the 
Pope or church, as they will have it. Nor is 
it probable that the late importation of a pair of 
Sisters from France, in recruit of the ultra par- 
ty,*and their promotion to high honor in the 
Nunnery, may have contributed to precipitate 
this act of Sister Gertrude. If this beso, it on- 
ly shows what all but Papists know to be true, 
» be gates and grates cannot exclude the world 
the flesh, and the devil. 

“The elopement was made in broad day 
light, and in disguise, and the unhappy victim 
of superstition found a refuge in the family of 
Gen. Van Ness, the Mayor of this city, whose 
lady is first cousin of Sister Gertrude. 

“Hitherto she has resisted all intreaties to 
return, and will no doubt continue firm in her 


purpose. 





The way of Salvation.— Religious Conversation. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE WAY OF SALVATION. 


Those who are inquiring after the way of 
salvation, will find much useful instruction in 
the following letter from that eminent saint, 
Mrs. Isabella Graham, to a young friend. 


It has, my dear young friend, been my ear- 
nest inquiry, especially of late years, standing 
on the brink of eternity, “ What is there within 
us, or without us, on which a sinner can rest in 
adying hour?” If it bea holy life, there is 
mo peace forme. Taking the law of God for 
my rule, backslider is my name; yet peace I 
have found, and on the best security; this 
blessed Bible is my charter. I have searched 
it with diligence and prayer, and my mind is 
confirmed in the following truths:—That the 
whole world is become guilty before God, and 
is under his wrath and curse on that account. 
This is our state ; a miserable state itis, and as 
hopeless as miserable, for any thing we can do 
for ourselves. But I read in this Bible to the 
full amount of the following conclusions—that 
in the counsel of the mysterious triune Jeho- 
vah, Jesus Christ, the second person of the in- 
comprehensible Trinity, was sanctified, or set 
apart to become the Saviour of the law-con- 





deinned sinners, to take their nature upon him, 
and tye whole of the requisitions of the eter- 
nal immutable law of God upon him, to be- 
come in every sense their surety. Man is a 


rebel, it is put to his account—a penalty is in- 
curred, He, as their surety is made liable. Are 
they again to be made heirs of eternal life ? 
Perfect obedience is the condition, and of him, 
as their surety, itis demanded. All this being 
fulfilled, sinners are become his property—he 
has paid their debts, fulfilled their duties, and 
merited for them eternal life, all in their own 
nature, as their head and representative; so 
that believers are complete in him. This is the 
righteousness of God, wrought out by Jesus 
Christ, in bis own person, God man, as their 
surety. To this nothing of the believer's is to 
be added—with this nothing of his mixed ; it 
is for ever perfect; entirely distinct from that 
. holiness ef heart and life which is wrought in 
him in consequence of this. It is the believer's 
by pure imputation. God has declared himself 
well pleased with this righteousness, and that 
being himself reconciled, he is in Christ Jesus 
reconciling sinners to him. Hence all the invi- 
tations scattered thick in the Old and New Tes- 
tament, not only to the penitent, weary, and 
heavy laden, but to the stout hearted, the baek- 
slider, to them that are wearying themselves in 
their own way. ‘Ho! every one that thirsteth, 
whosoever will, let him come and take of the 
water of life freely.’ Hence all the promises 
annexed to believing, accepting, receiving, 
trusting, resting ; Christ the Saviour is the ob- 
ject—the gift of God to sinners for all the above 
perpsees, The Lord bas convinced me that I 
ave nothing in myself on which | can rest; 
my conscience echoes to his word in all that it 
asserts of my nature and my state; but this 
Saviour is provided for sinners exactly of this 
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I believe the record, I rest my salvation on his 
word ; God giveth to me eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. Jesus calls me to look unto 
him, and be saved; I do look untoshim, and I 
am saved. He assures me that those who come 
unto him shall never be cast out. Ido go to 
him, and commit my sinful soul to his keeping; 
I shall not be cast out. That as many as re- 
ceive the gift of his Son, receive at the same 
time power to become the children of God. I 
do receive his gift, and Jay claim to bis prom- 
ise. He is my reconciled Father, and I am bis 
adopted child, and he hath sent bis Spirit into 
my heart, by which I can say, Abba, Father. 
I have, my dear James, taken this method of 
laying before you the grounds of my own hope, 
because I think it the most simple method, and 
containing at the same time my counsel to you 
to lay hold on the same hope. The warrant is 
given us in God’s own word, as sinners, with- 
out respect to fruit or any works of ours. I 
can, if necessary, give you chapter and verse, 
to the full amount; but you have those about 
you who can give it to you by little and little, 
as your weak state can bear it. This gift is 
held out to the sinner’s acceptance in many 
places of the word of God, and becomes the 
sinner’s in the moment of believing. Provis- 
ion is made by the same covenant for his sanc- 
tification ; but that makes no part of justifying 
righteousness. Christ is made of God unto 
him wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, aud 
complete redemption. Try, my precious young 
friend, to lay hold on this hope, and enter into 
the rest provided for the believer here. Stretch 
forth ‘the withered hand,’ the Lord himself 
will give you strength. Commit your precious 
sow! into his hands, and rest assured that he 
will perfect all that concerns you—work all his 
work in you—carry you safely through the Jor- 
dan of death, and put you in possession of the 
inheritance he has purehased for you.. That 
all this shall be, is the prayer and firm hope of 
Your affectionate friend, 
ISABELLA GRAHAM. 


From the Philadelphian. 





RELIGIOUS CONVERSATION. 
Rev. Sir :— 

[ listened with pleasure, and I hope (I beg 
pardon—I trust) with profit to the remarks 
made by Dr. Ely on Thursday afternoon on the 
subject of religious conversation, but was sorry 
that the Dr. did not go further, and say what is 
meant by religious conversation. Many good 
people think that it is spiritual conversation to 
discourse on the general merits of a sermon, to 
compare the “sweetness” of different persons in 
prayer, or to discuss hair-splitting questions re- 
specting the theology of a sermon. Indeed 
some honest persons seem persuaded, that they 
come up to your injunction if they pass the half 
hour after religious services in settling the color 
of a minister’s eyes, or deciding whether he 
used notes or not, whether his speech betrayed 
him, (if a stranger) as a Yankee or a Southron ; 
and they include among religious topics all the 
statistics of each meeting—who were there— 
where they sat—why and were 
not there—that Mrs. A. is out of black, and 


. 








description. I am invited to put in my claim, 


Mrs. B. bad a new Dunstable. 
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Iam sincere in these remarks, and believe 
them to be true. The opportunities of a lay- 
man are perhaps more favorable fur making 
these observations than those of a minister.— 
The Editor of the Philadelphian would proba- 
bly be the means of doing much good, by fur- 
nishing au article on genuine religious conversa- 
tion, showing what is and what is not worthy 
of the name, and, if posssible, giving some 
hints for the proper introduction of religious 
topics; 1, into ordinary conversation with the 
world, and 2d, with Christians. Many profess 
a desire to amend their conduct, and cease to 
treasure up their religion as if it were a mighty 
secret, not to be whispered except with oracu- 
lar solemnity from the pulpit, who are at a loss 
how to begin the novel procedure. To such 
soine judicious practical jiints would be very 
acceptable, and the counsel of the Editor of 
the Philadelphian is thus respectfully desired. 


DIDY MUS. 
March 17th, 1831. 


Reply by the Editor. 


Those who converse on religious subjects in 
the manner above described, resetwble persons 
who pretend to enjoy a social visit, when they 
have been stationed for several hours beside a 
cold window, or before a blazing fire, in the 
presence of a dozen living mummies, and have 
been edified with,—* It’s a very pleasant eve- 
ning, ma’am :”—* Yes, a very pleasant eve- 
ning ;’—“ How beautiful the moon is !”—* Yes, 
very beautiful, indeed !"—* We've had a very 
cold winter, this winter ?’—“ Yes, indeed, we 
have :”—and such sort of communications. 

If two warm-hearted friends should meet 
they would find no difficulty in passing over 
common topics of formal introduction, to speak 
freely on any subject of mutual interest. 

If two opponents should meet with a desire 
to convince or persuade each other, they would 
have definitions, explanations, illustrations and 
arguments, without delay. 

If men meet on exchange who are devoted 
to the acquisition of wealth, they are not back- 
ward to discourse on every subject which affects 
their favorite pursuit. 

If politicians get together in a circle, their 
tongues move in obedience to their ruling af- 
fection. In short, 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. A person’s conversation will be reg- 
ulated by his predominant feelings. Hence, 
were I to give directions for promoting religious 
conversation, I would say, 

1. Let your mind be well informed on reli- 
gious subjects; that you may have something 
to think, feel, and, speak about. The ignorance 
of many persons, who have a valuable treasure 
of knowledge on other subjects, would be the 
best excuse which they could offer for rarely 
saying any thing about christianity. 

2. Meditate upon the truth of God and pray 
over your Bibles, until you have some deep 
and lively impressions of the dread, the joyous 
realities of eternity fixed upon your hearts; so 
that you will wish to communicate your views 
and feelings to those with whom you hold in- 
tercourse in life. 


Beautiful and pertinent Reply. 
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3. Be in earnest to be saved yourselves, and 
remember that if your neighbors, acquaintance, 
and relatives are ever to be sanctified, you must 
expect them to be sanctified only through the 
truth, brought home to their serious considera- 
tion, by such means as God will bless. 

4. Realize that for your words, and even for 
your silence, you are to be judged, and to be 
justified or condemned. 

5. Remember that your tongue, or the gift of 
speech, is the glory of your frame; and that the 
power of life or of death may be in your 
mouth. 

6. Take pains to have some pleasing 
thoughts, or interesting intelligence to com- 
municate. 

7. Propose questions on the important sub- 
jects of religion, to your ascociates, which you 
can answer, if they do not. 

8. Avoid in your manner, as far as possible, 
every thing which is calculated to disgust men 
of taste and sensibility. 

9. Kindly induce your acquaintance to dis- 
close to you the state of their own minds on 
the subject of personal piety. 

10. Read attentively every week, at least one 
religious newspaper, to furnish your minds with 
topics for discourse. 

11. Determine to speak for the glory of God, 
and the salvation of sinners. 

12. Think what you would wish you had 
said to your nearest friends particularly, had 
you come in the full exercise of reason to your 
death-bed. 

If these twelve rules are considered and ap- 
plied by any person of true piety and common 
sense, he will soon find that he may excite oth- 
ers to religious conversation, and participate in 
it to his own edification. 

Every doctrine of the Bible, every duty of 
religion, every operation of mind, every object 
of creation, every event which occurs in divine 
providence, may be an interesting subject of 
religious discourse. 

As the bee sucks honey even from the poi- 
sonous flower, so a sanctified person, of 
taste, sound judgment, and ardent feelings, 
may give a religious turn to conversation about 
the follies, heresies, and vices of mankind. 

The example of Christ was perfect on this 
point of Christian duty. With inimitable ten- 
derness, delicacy, and benevolence he took oc- 
casion to utter something profitable to his hear- 
ers from every remark which was made in his 
presence: and with the design of making men 
wise unto salvation, he spake with familiar 
dignity, at the feast of the publican, at the 
wedding in Cana, at the sea side, on the Mount 
of Olives, in the humble abode of Martha and 
Mary, at the tomb of Lazarus, and in the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem. 


BEAUTIFUL AND PERTINENT REPLY, 


Not many months since, while a number of 
young people were discoursing upon the easiest 


mode of leaving the world, whether drowning, 
freezing, &c. were the least painful? a Miss of 
fifteen, was asked how she chose to die; who 
replied, “I wish to die the death of the right- 
eous.” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Apnit 30, 1831. 








FOUR DAYS’ MEETINGS. 


Such wonderful effects have followed these extra 
‘means of grace, that al! our churches who wish to 
‘be revived are anxious to enjoy them—and those 
who are enemies to revivals of religion and the pros- 
perity of Christ's kingdom, appear to be alarmed.— 
They fear that these fanatics who are turning the 
world upside down, are neglecting all their benevo- 
Jent objects and are making a mighty effort to extend 
their powerby getting up revivals. Let them not 
be troubled—these revivals are calling in more aid 
to our Bible, Missionary, Education, Tract, Sabbath 
School, end every benevolent operation, than could 
be purchased by all the contributions of the church- 
ea. In fact they are all co-workers together, and we 
have no doubt that the efforts that have been made 
4o furnish every family with the Bible, to send the 
gospel to the heathen, to educate young men for the 
ministry, to circulate religious Tracts, to establish 
Sabbath schools, and last but not least, to reform a 
pation ef drunkards, have called down these best of 
beaven’s blessings upon us. If they are disposed to 
quarrel with apy one because revivals are spread- 
ing over the land, they must fight against God, for 
to Him alone they must ascribe all the mischief. 

We thipk these three four and six days’ meetings are 
deserving of some more definite name. They prove to 
be, the day of grace—the accepled time—the day of 
salvation—to thousands, and yet there appears to be 
nothing new or strange in-them, as they are managed 
here. There ‘is no new gospel preached—no other 
ferms of salvation offered, than those we have al- 
ways rejected. Their mighty power accompanied 
by the Holy Spirit, appears to consist chiefly in 
bringing truth to bear upon the conscience with a 
steady pressure. They furnish an opportunity of 
presenting religion tothe mind as a business to be 
attended to, and bring the sinoer who has been al- 
ways halting and doubting, to a decision on the 
subject—to choose this day whom he will serve— 
and although he has never found time before to at- 
tend to the salvation of his soul, he is influenced 
by a combination of causes, to feel that “ now is the 
accepted time now isthe day of salvation.” 

A meeting of three or four days continuance was 
held in Litchfield last week, and thew have now a re- 
vival. A friend informed us yesterday that they 
had a glorious work going on. At the elose of the 
meeting an invitation was given to those whe were 
anxious, to tarry, and there were so many staid that 
the good pastor thought there must be some misun- 
derstanding—and repeated the notice that the invi- 
fation was given to those eply who had resolved to 
attend now tothe salvation of their souls—But as 
none appeared willing to go away, he wondered what 
Stall meant, and soon his doubts were removed by 
the joyfal assurance that several were rejoicing in 
hope. 

There has been a twe days’ meeting this week at 


Four Days’ Meetings.—Hampshire Colony. 
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West Haven and they havea revival there. Those 
present say they have never witnessed more solem- 
nity and feeling. The good work is going on in Fair 
Haven, North and East Haven, Branford and North 
Branford, and we hope all over the world. 

The number of hopeful subjectr of the revival ia 
this city has been variously estimated. At a meet- 
ing last week for those who were hoping that their 
sins were forgiven, there were supposed to be present 
between 6 and 700—what proportion these were to 
the whole number we can not tell. Probably some 
attended who may be deceived, and others staid 
away whose hopes are still trembling. 

Thirty-two united with the church in Yale College 
on the last Sabbath, as the first gathering of she rich 
harvest they have experjenced in that Institution. It 
is hoped that about 100 more are virtually embraced 
in the same covenant. There are only about 75 left 
in college withoul hope. The Gymnasium conduct- 
ed by the Messrs. Dwight, and most of our com- 
mon schools have shared richly in this revival.— 
We have seen it stated that more than 100 have met 
with a saving clange among the Episcopalians in this 
city. About 130 have joined the Methodist Society ; 
some conveisions among the Baptists, and 40 or 50 iu 
the African Society— What hath God wrought? 


“ HAMPSHIRE COLONY.” 


A Colony under the above title, destined for [Ili- 
ngis, was formed on the 2d of March in Hampshire 
County, Mass. It consists of 22 adult members, 20 
of whow are heads of famili Ata ting held 
in the first Congregational Church, Northampton, 
March 23d, a church was organized, consisting of 
twenty members from the Colony. 

4 Sermon was preached by Mr. Spencer, from 
‘Lake xii. 22. ‘Fear not tittle flock,’ &c. At the 
close of the exercises, the Lord's Supper was admin- 
istered to a large number of commyuicauts. 

** It was a season,” says the Hampshise Gazette, 
* of iar solemnity, anda large assembly ap- 
peared to be deeply interested. A colleetion amouut- 
ing to Gfty-four dollars was taken up tosupply the 
anew Church with yessels for the commuuivn table. 

“ From a personal acquaintance with some of the 
colonists, we are persuaded that their enterprise is 
undertaken with a right spirit, and we trust wiil be 
crowned with peculiar blessings.” 

This Colony bave pledged themselves to support an 
orthodox miuvistry and to abstain entirely from the use 
and trafic of ardent spirits, except as a medicine. Cou- 
nected with the Colony is an association, who have 
pledged themsetves to aid its schools aud religivus io- 
stitutions ; some of whom expect, hereatter, to unite 
with the Colony. The precise place of their desti- 
nation is not yet settled. Mr. Jones, one of their 
number, has gone on as their pioneer, to decide on 
the place for their settlement. The Celony are to 
meét in Albany, on the 20th of April, to make ar- 
rangements for their departure. 


We hope to see these colonies of New-England 
men and women multiplied. Lt is an ingenious device 
of doing good, and‘adds another link to that grand 
chain of systematized moral effort which is, we trust, 
fast binding the hearts of our countrymen together, 
and restoring to our beloved country what nothing 
else can, some of its waning virtue and departed 








strength. More than this it is doing, by the blessing 
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of God—it is binding together the hearts of the peo- 
ple of God, and making them sure in the glorious 
liberty of His children. Some affect to sneer, how- 
ever, at this plan ef doing business ;—for the very 
best of (bad) reasons—because it proposes to make 
a business of doing good. When men come to that 
pass in doing their duty, why, they are forever 
“ going leo far.” How then, and at what gait, does 
it become these to do good, who are so disposed ? 
By accident, to be sure, and by fitse—very moderate 
and cautious fits, that is, such as will lead them clear 
of all imputation of fanaticism and zeal. ‘The emi- 
gration of resolute and enterprising men is a thing 
not to be Fdiscouraged, in their estimation, but left 
to the direction of self interest and free choice. But 
if it happens to be their free choice and a part of 
their self interest before setting out, to join in a so- 
cial compact for the support of the gospel, the en- 
couragement of temperance and sobriety, the main- 
tai of schools and religious institutions, why, 
it becomes forthwith a piece of religious quixotism, 
a pious crusade. 

Experiment has long since proved to us the benign 
influence of transplanting New-England morality 
and New England “ steady habits” to the new set- 
tlements of the west. It has shown us, that we are 
consulting both economy and proit, in that system 
of moral husbandry which is making the wilderness 
to bud and blossom, to transplant thus a few of the 
matured plants—to engraft and innoculate good 
morals upon the young and laxuriant population, as 
it is, at the same time that we are hoping to raise pi- 
ety and truth by scattering abroad the seeds. The 
Bibles and tracts, the solemn monitions by word and 
by mouth which Christians are endeavoring anx- 
jously to scatter over this wide and rich vineyard, 
are the sure materials, under the blessing of God, of 
forming the character and shaping the lives of a ri- 
sing people; but will it not be all the better if we 
can accompany them with the ple and 
rence of good hearts and zealous hands, and thus 
commend the materials by samples of the goodly fa- 
bric wrought from them. 


VIRGINIA SUPPLIED WITH BIBLES. 


The eighteenth Anniversary of the Bible So- 
ciety of Virginia, was celebrated on the 5th 
inst.at Richmond. The Report announces that 
Virginia is supplied with Bibles. 

“The work,” says the report, “is virtually 
done though not entirely completed.” We are 
informed by the General Agent, says the Rich- 
mond ph, that be has received reports 
of the full supply of counties, where it was sup- 
posed thatthe work was not yet done. In pro- 
secuting this benevolent enterprise in our state, 
formidable obstacles have been met and over- 
come. The great extent of territory—the diffi- 
culty of sending Bibles to some of the counties 
in parts of the state remote from this city—the 
want of union and co-operation among friends 
of the cause, suentenas by their distance from 
each other—the want of funds, the great amount 
Of their destitution, which was found to exceed 
all calculation on the subject, and open opposi- 
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tion to the cause, have presented i ing bar- 
riers to the progress of the work. But the 
Lord has signally blessed it—and it has pros- 
pered. And Christians have been taught by Fy] 
that they can do “greater works” than this, i 
they will undertake them in obedience to the 
will of their Master, looking to him for support 
and success. 

At the commencement of the year embraced 
in this report there were 16 counties supplied, 
leaving 89 counties to be explored. Of these 
the Lynchburgh Bible Society had engaged to 
supply 6 counties; Norfolk Bible Suviety, 4 
cuunties; Petersburgh Bible Society, 3; Lexing- 
ton Bible Society, 3; and the Young Men's - 
ble Society of Alexandria, 8; in all 24 counties, 
In most of these the work has been done with 
a zeal highly honorable to the societies by which 
it was undertaken. The General Agent of the 
Virginia Bible Society has seat Bibles or agents 
or both, to 38 counties. The remaining 25 
counties were mostly supplied by their respec- 
tive Bible Societies. 

The Virginia Bible Societ 
Depository during the year, 1],001 B.bles and 
3.304 Testaments. Ordered from the Ameri- 
ean Bible Society for 18 coupties in Western 
Virginia, 8,395 Bibles and 500 Testaments ; ma- 
king an aggregate of 23,200 volumes distributed 
by this Society during the yeag. It is estima- 
ted that 31,200 volumes have heen distributed 
by other societies in the remaining 32 counties. 
According to this estimate, which is probably 
below the truth, there have been distributed in 
our state duriug the year ending April Ist, 1831, 
Ay, four thousand and four hundred copies of 

e Scriptures! By this the reader can forma 
judgment of the extent to which the dearth of 
the Word of God prevailed. 

Receipts during the year, $4,829 76; amount 
due to the American Bible Society, $5,164 76. 

Rich. Tel. 


issued from its 
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Cuixa——Respecting this population of 150 


. | millions, enveloped in moral darkness, Dr. Mor- 


rison thus wrote in a printed Circular, in 1823; 
“China, that object of wonder and pity ta 
Christians—China, one of the fairest portiona 
of the globe ; the most ancient; the most pop- 
ulous; the best skilled in the management of 
human nature, of any country under heaven— 
China is full of duinb idols; is estranged from 
the true God, and hates and persecutes the 
name of Jesus!” It is the opinion of some 
abroad, careful observers of the progress of 
Christianity in the nations bordering on the 
Indian Archipelago, &c. that Divine Provi- 
dence is opening the way for the gospel into 
China. The Bible has tom translated and 
printed in the Chinese language, and for ten 
ears has been circulating even to the very 
eart of the empire. A few natives of China 
have embraced the Christian faith, and, sepa- 
rated from their idolatrous countrymen, they 
have stood as witnesses for God. One of these 
natives, Leang-a-fa, a’ Chinese teacher, has 
lately, through the medium of the press, 
come forward in the defence of the gospe 
calling the attention of his countrymen to the 
Bible, which he informs them is published in 








their own language. : 
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RELIGIOUS. ASPECT OF FRANCE. 

The London Christian Observer for February in a 
sketch of European affairs, has the following picture 
of the religious, or rather the irreligions state of 
France at this time. The late Catholic ferment in 
Paris we have noticed before, as an index of the 
fearful state of infidelity and misrule among the pop- 
ulace. 

Paris bas been in a ferment in consequence of an 
ostentatious Catholic ceremonial at the commemmo- 
ration of the Duke de Berri, at the church of St. 
Germain, which the populace considered connected 
with political views, and indicative of the wish of 
the priests to ‘restore the Bourbons, and re-establish 
the Gallican church. They in consequence pro- 
ceeded to sack the archbishop’s pa'ace, to tear down 
the crosses and crucifixes, and to ridicule the cere- 
monies of the Catholic worship, armidst yells of 
* Down with the priests, down with the Jesuits.”— 
The government have endeavored to appease the 
pepular exasperation by erasing the fleur-de-lis from 
the national buildings ; and have affected to attrib- 
ute the late excesses, with whatever truth, to the se- 
cret machinations of the friends of the exiled family. 
Government has beéninduced to dissolve the Chamber 
of Deputies, and appeal tothe public feeling. Much 
will depend upon the character of the new chamber, 
as to whether France is to enjoy rational liberty, or 
to rush into excesses which all true lovers of their 
country would wish to avoid. 

The displeasure of the populace against the su- 
perstitions of Popery may seem on the surface to 
bear some resemblance to those which marked the 
reformation in Protestant countries: but with one 
portentous difference, that the multitades who tore 
dowa Popish altars and crosses, and destroyed cru- 
cifixes, and superstitious pictures and images, in the 
great struggle between Protestantism and Popery, 
were not Atheists and Deists, and:had no intention of 
rejecting Christianity, while they exclaimed against 
the superstitions which deformed it. But in France, 
the mass of the people know no distinction between 
religion and priestcraft, between Popery and Chris- 
tianity : in expelling Jesuitism, they leave a void 
which is not filled up by a purer faith; and every 
execration against superstition becomes a virtual out- 
cry against divine revelation. This void must be 
filled, the legislature will not attempt to fill it, for 
there is no established church: but private efforts, 
we trust, may, by the blessing of God, even yet do 
much; and we rejoice to see that our Protestant 
brethren are not insensible of the solemn responsibil- 
ity which devolves upon them at this critical junc- 
ture. Their brethren in England might greatly as- 
sist their efforts, and we trust that plans, prudent 
and unostentatious, but liberal, extended, and effi- 
cient, will be devised for this purpose. The juncture 
is the more important from the circumstance that 
large bodies of the Roman Catholic clergy a:.d laity 
are refiouncing the errors of Popery, and forming 
themselves into a Protestant church; we trust in the 
main on conscientious and intelligent grounds, or at 
least under circumstances as hopeful as those which 
accompanied the early stages of the reformation. 
It is much that serious inquiry has commenced ; that 
the minds of thousands and tens of thousands are 
becoming open to conviction; that the Protestant 
churches are crowded with attentive auditors; that 
the Bible and religious: publications are extensively 
and earnestly demanded ; and that the necessity for 
the religious education of the rising generation apart 
from popish superstitions is beginning to be acknow!l- 
ed. These are so far favorable indications: they 
are indeed very remote from being universal: we 
dare not even say they are general; but they are so 
far extended, that we venture to look f amidst 
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the surreunding desolations with favorable h 
knowing that the word of God can, and will in the 
end, prevail, and that the predicted fall of “ the 
man of sin” will be succeeded by the pure Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 


STATE OF ENGLAND. 


In turning homeward, we cannot but commence 
with expressing our gratitude to God for the in- 
creased tranquility of the country. The acts of 
outrage which lately disgraced and appalled the 
land, have nearly ceased; and this result, we re- 
joice to say, has been attained without exasperating 
severity ; for though the legislature has rejected Mr. 
Hunt’s preposterous motion for pardoning all the of- 
fenders in a mass, justice has in general been ac- 
companied by moderation, and in particular, very 
few lives have been sacrificed; we could wish that 
our penal code were such, thateven these might 
have been spared. We also rejoice to say thata 
spirit of intercession with God on behalf of the na- 
tion has prevailed widely among all classes of reli- 
gious persons; and to this, may we not, in part, at 
least, scripturally attribute it, that God has been 
pleased to look with favor upon us? Many of the 
clergy and laity have been earnest with the legisla- 
ture and government for the appointment of a day 
of national fasting and humiliation: and the subject 
has been brought before the House of Commons by 
Mr. Percival, in a speech remarkable in that assem- 
bly for its Christian faithfulness and scriptural tone 
of piety ; and though the house thought it better to 
pass over the prdposal, and the majority even of the 
religious part of our clergy and laity have not con- 
sidered it desirable, under all the peculiar -cireum- 
stances of the case to urge the point, yet the respect- 
ful attention paid to Mr. Percival’s statemepts, and 
the way in which the subject has been general! 
treated throughout the land, we feel pleasure in caf 
ing, has been such as became its solemnity ; and we 
would hope is an indication that the judgments of 
God for bringing us to repentauce have not been in- 
flicted upon us wholly in vain. There is still ample 
for humiliation ; but this genéral seriousness of 
spirit on so serious a subject, is, we trust, a hopeful 
omen. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 
The condition of the Church of England has been 
urged upoo parliament ina variety of forms; and 
by one individual in particular, Lord King, in a spir- 
it of exaggeration and sarcasm which is much more 
likely to eons than promote the cause of reform- 
ation. We trust that the real friends of the church 
will neither, on the one hand be goaded into unsafe 
measures, nor, on the other, be irritated into an ob- 
stinate opposition to all imyprovement by the violent 
and unfounded statements which are daily proffered 
onthis subject; but will pursue their path calmly, 
wisely, endiiidbeclentiéncly, as if nothing had hap- 
pened. In this view we heard with much satisfac- 
tion that the Bishop of London was bringing in a 
bill for facilitating the building of churches, and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury two bills for the compo- 
sition of tithes and promoting the residence of the 
clergy. Whether those bills will embrace all that is 
desirable on these momentous points we cannot con- 
jecture, not being yet acquainted with their provis- 
ions. We fear that for some little time to come we 
must be content rather with what is immediately 
practicable, than what is abstractedly desirable ; 
what Parliament will grant and existing claims will 
allow ; than what every good man earnestly wishes, 
and hopes before long to see accomplished. We are 
however thankful for every progressive step towards 
a better state of ecclesiastical regimen; and in this 
light we trust that the projected measures will be 





found beneficial. The great point to be aimed at is 
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that every parish in the land (or such a district or 
pottion of population as for ecclesiastical purposes 
may be considered a parish) shall have fairly arema- 
nerated resident non-pluralist incumbent, and the 
people enjoy the advantages of adequate pastoral su- 
perintendence. By the approach to this standard, 
would we measure every proposed regulation; avd 
if we cannot attain to it at once, we shall at least be 
thankful for every approach to it, and never cease 
pressing the matter, even afier many partial im- 
provements, till the end is fully attained. 


For the Religious [ntelligeacer. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
No. 6. 

The brief statements respecting the affairs of the 
Board, which | had in view on commencing these pa- 
pers, are now completed. I have endeavored to 
avoid exaggeration, and to exhibit only the plaiv 
matter of fact. Nothing more was necessary in or: 
der to show, that we haye been brought into an exi- 
gency and a crisis, of a very serious nature. It isa 
question which will be decided before the expiration 
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the gospel among the heathen, and are not yet sent 
forth. They are due to our own souls, which could 
not otherwise be saved from blood-guiltiness. Yes, 
and they are due to our divine Master, who cannot 
but take a lively interest in an enterprise, the design 
of which is to extend the benefits of His atonement 
throughout heathen lands. 

The writer of these papers claims oo right, and he 
has no disposition, to dictate to his brethren. Sta- 
tioned, however, as a watchman on one of the towers 
of Zion commanding a wide prospect of the great 
and terrible wilderness of this world, and overlook- 
ing some of the positions which Zion has taken and 
is endeavoring to secure among the enemies of her 
King, silence, at such a time as this, would be a 
dereliction from duty The monitory note should be 
raised. 

And now, what shal! be done? 

First of all, let not didates for missionary em- 
ployment be discouraged. The charches will not dis- 
regard their plea. Observe how the Lord is pouring 
out his Spirit—the spirit of revivals, the spirit of 

issions. The benevolence of our churches is not 








of the present year, whether the foreign mi y 
enterprise, as conducted by the Congregational, Pres- 
byterian, and Reformed Dutch Churches of the Uni- 
ted States, shall receive such a check, as cannot fail 
to be most unhappy in its consequenees ; and that too, 
almost at the commencement of our career, and while 
we are blessed with unexamp!cd clusions of the Ho- 
ly Spirit. 

All will admit, that the Board ought not to increase 
its present debt ; and the Committee, appointed at the 
last meeting of the Board to investigate the annual 
expenditure at home, did not think the cause would 
be promoted by any present diminution there. Abroad 
no material reduction can be made in the expenses, 
except by dismissing a part of the schools, printing 
fewer books, or recalling some of the missionaries. 
Last year the receipts of the Board fell considerably 
short of its expenditures, and this year the receipts 
are not as much as they were last. Yet the spiritual 
prosperity of our missions on the whole, was never 
so encouraging, and the demand for missionaries was 
never so great, as at this moment. Nor were so ma- 
ny candidates for missionary employment ever under 
the direction of the Board, at any one time, nor so 
many ready and importunate to be sent to the hea- 
then, as there will be next autumn. At the same 
time there are unprecedented embarrassments, so far 
as the Board is concerned, in the way of sending ad- 
ditional missionaries to the heathen—arising, howev- 
er, solely from a deficiency of pecuniary means. 

The making of these statements has been regarded 
as due to the churches, to whom, under God, these 
missions belong. If the missions established by the 
churches are in danger of suffering, those churches 
ought surely to be apprized of the fact. Such state- 
ments are due, also to the missionaries who have been 
sent into the field; and to the churches and schools 
they have gathered among the heathen; and to the 
thousands of benighted souls they have begun to en- 
lighten by the Gospel. They are due to the, men, 
who, in obedience to the will of their Lord and Sa- 
vior, have devoted themselves to the propagation of 





declining: it has only been diverted, in some meas+ 
ure, from foreign missions, but may be expected 
soon to return, with augmented zeal, and with a 
spring-tide of blessings forthe heathen. Stand firm, 
therefore, to yourresolutions, in humble dependence 
on God, contiouing instant in prayer, and doing all 
in your power to awaken interest in the subject; and 
ere. long you shall see the treasury so replenished; 
that you will be greeted with the summons you so 
much desire, to go forth with the gospel of salvation 
to the Gentiles. 

Pious Students, preparing for the ministry, should 
see to it that foreign missions are not 'embarrassed, 
two or three years hence, as they have been in past 
times, for want of missionaries. We hope the church- 
es will send the fifteen of twenty men, now ready or 
soon to be ready, all into the field within a year and 
a half from this time. But these will only supply the 
present demand. Let it be an axiom in all your in. 
quiries respecting your duty to the heathen, that the 
demand for missionaries will increase from year to 
year More and more laborers will be needed ; and 
should it be your duty to go, and should you be hum. 
bly, but inflexibly resolved, thongh you may experi- 
ence some delay, the churches, in this set time to fa- 
vor all nations with the light of the gospel, will not 
refuse to send you. 

Pastors of churches will permit me respectfully to 
ask, whether the present exigency in the affairs of 
the Board is not of sufficient consequence to require 
their particular attention? Will they nét take an 
early opportunity to explain the case to their people ? 
Will they not endeavor to segure for the cause a gen- 
eral and liberal patronage? 

The Secretaries, Treasurers, and Execulive Commit- 
tees of Auxiliary Societies are entreated to exert 
themselves in a special manner in their several 
spheres. Unless the Auxiliaries make an advance 
upon former years, the Parent Institution will not. 
Will you not resolve upon securing a liberal advance 
in the receipts of your Auxiliary? You have the ad- 
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vantage of a strong plea; and most kin 4s of business 
are now prosperous, and revivals ‘of religion are 
warming the hearts of Christiana, and multiplying 
the friends to the cause, and_auginenting the conse- 
crated wealth of the churches. 

Upon the Collectors in the Missionary Associations 
devolves a solemn responsibility ; for it is almost cer- 
tain, that if they neglect te solicit from any individu- 
al, that individual's subscription for the year will be 
lost to the cause. Let them now carry an applica- 
tion to every man and woman, concerning whom 
there is any probability that the application will be 
kindly received. One great reason of the decline in 
the receipts for eighteen months past, has been, that 
the five or six thousand Collectors in the twelve or 
fifteen hundred Associations formed in aid of the 
Board, have not, as a body, made as great exertions, 
as they did immediately after their Associations were 
organized. 

The receipts into the Treasury of the Beard from 
Sept. |, 1830, to March 31, 1831, that is, for seven 
months of the current financial year, have been 
$46,000. Supposing the receipts for the five months 
to come to be in the same proportion, or about $6, 
600 per month, the income for the year will be $79- 
000. Last year it was $83,000, and the year before 
last, about $106,900. At the rate of the receipts 
during the last seven months, we are in danger, the 
present year, of falling nearly thirty thousand dol- 
dars below the receipts of the year 1829! Shall this 
be the record of a year, blessed beyond all other 
years with revivals of religion, when thousands of 
souls will be added to the churches, and hundreds 
of thousands of property solemnly consecrated to 
Christ? It must not be. The danger needs but to 
be known, in order to be averted. Prompt and en- 
ergetic measures, however, will be necessary.— 
Nearly $100,000-will be requisite to meet the una- 
voidable expenses ef the current year, and to pay 
the balance owed by the Board when the financial 
year commenced. The cost of sending fifteen or 
twenty missionaries, with their wives, into remote 
fields, will be an additional expense of cousiderable 
amount, and ought to be provided for before the ex- 
piration of the year 1831. And it may be. How 
many men are there in the churches, each of whom 
might be responsible fur one missionary? How 
many churches are there, which might do the same ? 
And how easily may the whole sum of thirty or forty 
thousand dollars be contributed, which is needed, 
beyond what is likely to be received on the present 
scale of charity. To say nothing of the new help- 
ers, all aver the country, whom a little pains may 
secure to the cause, it requires only an advance of 
one-half upon what the present donors are accus- 
tomed to give :—thbat the man who gives dollar, 
should give a dollar and a half; that the man who 
gives ten dollars, should give fifteen ; and that he, 
who has given one hundred, should add fifty to his 
donation. The advence recently made by the pa- 
trons of the Board in Boston, was of this nature, as 
to its general result; and that, too, immediately af- 
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ter demands had been made upon their liberality for 


domestic ohjrets, almost unexampled even in that 
city, Not a few doubled their subscriptions ; and it 
appeared to be a point settled in the minds of donors 
generally, that every Associalion must go beyond the 
contributions of the last year. 

The case is now left with the friends of Zion, who 
will decide, in view of their duty to the benighted 
heathen and to the Lord Jesus, whether this sacred 
cause shall rise, or decline. Whichever way they 
decide, the welfare of immortal souls is deeply con- 
cerned. Should the Board be enabled to send out 
its missionaries without delay, there can be no doubt 
that many souls will be rescued from the dominion of 
sin, and be exalted to the felicity of heaven, who 
otherwise must sink into endless perdition. The res- 
cue of these souls is an object transcending in im- 
portance ail our worldly schemes. It furnisbes a 
powerful motive for hearts, quickened by the revi- 
ving invfluences of God's Spirit, or regenerated by 
his new-creating grace. How delightful to think of 
the number of such hearts now in our beloved coun- 
try, and of the rapid increase of that number. This 
awakens hope—confident expectation—a joyful assu- 
rance, that relief will come ; and should it come, to 
God be all the glory. 

THOMAS S. GRIMKE, Esq. ON SCIENCE, ED- 
UCATION AND LITERATURE. 


Mr. Howe of this city, has just pablished a vol- 
ume of 200 pages, that will, we think, prove highly 
acceptable and highly useful to the reading Christian 
public. It contains two Addresses, an Oration and 
a Letter, with Notes, of the Hon. Thomas S. Grimke 
of Charleston, S.C.. on the relative value of religions 
@nd secular education, and of saered and classical lit- 

1 The public every where are prepared to re- 
ceive with readiness and high expectations the fruits 
of Mr. Grimke’s experience and study on this sub- 
ject; but here more especially, from the taste recent- 
ly given us of his richly stored and original mind, in 
the oration delivered before the Phi Beta Kappa So- 
ciety, at the last College Commencement. There is 
perhaps no citizen who can come before the pub- 
lie with advice on the important topics discussed 
in this book with a better claim to attention and def- 
ference.—No one probably, of so great classical at- 
tainments, whose learning has been meantime an- 
nealed in the furnace of a busy and professional life ; 
and who ‘therefore has tried the erudition wh ose 
comparative value he andertakes to estimate, on the 
practical duties and bona-fide wants of the citizen. 
“ With the Bible in one hand,” he says in his preface, 
“ and our own history in the other, we shall be able 
to judge best, what education our country needs. 
Literary Education in its highest sense, a sense but 
little known in this country, is much the same every 
where; but religious and moral, political and civil 
education, in a word, for the preparation for practi- 
cal duty and usefulness, private and public, must be 
to a great extent, national and local, therefore pecu- 
liar. Ours ought to be an education, adapted to our 
peculiar character, circumstances, and destiny, as & 
free, educated, peaceful, Christian People. It ought 
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to be eminently adapted to our develop¢ment and 
progtess, to the improvement and preservation of 
our institutions, in a word, to the great truth THe 
Prorpce Govern. Our scioots are for the educa- 
tion of that Peorts, our Cous.coes for the education 
of the PUBLIC SERVANTS AND PROFESSIONAL AGESTS 
of that People. But all have one efid, one object, 
THE GOOD OF THE PEOPLE. The youth in our colle- 
ges should be educated on this great principle, that 
they are to be Servants of the People. Let our 
Schools and Colleges be regenerated then upon the 
principle, that the Religious and Political depart- 
ments are eveRY THixo, the Classical and Mathe- 
matical comparatively, nothing. Now, these are 
every thing, and those almost nothing. Our ignor- 
ance or neglect of these great truths, is producing a 
host ef evils in our country. Let us meditate pro- 
foundly on these things: and resolve no longer to 
educate our children, as though on the one hand, 
they were Heathens, on the other, Europeans.” 

The first address was delivered on the anniversary 
of the Literary and Philosophical Society of South 
Carolina, at Charleston May 9h, 1827, having for 
its subject “* The Characler and Objects of Science : 
and especially the influence of the Reformation on the 
Science and Literature of Protestant nations. 

The second, before the Richland Sthool in Colum- 
bia S.C. “ Onthe expediency and duly of adopling 
the Bible as the Text book of duly and usefulness, in 
every scheme ef Education.” 

The third is an Oration delivered before the Conn. 
Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa Society, at New-Ha- 
ven Sept. 7, 1830. “ On the advantages to be deri- 
ved in a literary point merely, from the introduction ef 
the Bible as a Text-book of sacred literature in 
scheme of Education.” ES 

The appendix containsa “ Letter on the study 
the Bible” addressed to the Committee appointed by 
the Convention held in New-York city in Oct 
last. Also an Address delivered al the dedication of a 
building in Charleston S. C. designed as a repository 
for Bibles, Tracts and Sunday School books. 

“These tracts,” remarks the author, “are on 
subjects, among the most interesting that can engage 
the attention of Americans.” “I do not indeed 
flatter myself, that I shall produce any decided im- 
pressions favorable to my views, at all events imme- 
diately ; for | well know that the majority of educa- 
ted men are against me, on most of the points, which 
I present, especially respecting mathematical and 
classical studies. I have not, however, been deter- 
red by the array of great names, in Europe and 
America, from the exercise of a candid, independent 
judgment, on our existing schemes of education.” 


FOUR DAYS’ MEETINGS. 


A Richmond paper contains the following ad- 
vertisement : 

“ of the Pit.—A Main of Cocks will be 
fought at Northampton Court House, North 
Carolina, for $2000, and $100 on each battle, 
to commence on Wednesday, the Ith of April 
next, and gontinue four days. Each party to 
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Will any who justify the wicked for devoting 
Sour days in succession to cock-fighting, or 
horse-racing, condemn those who delight im the 
service of the Lord for spending an equal num- 
ber of days in calling upon his name, and bear- 
ing his word ?—To dance all night, is with 
some, a thing quite rational, but to prolong a 
religious meeting until 10 o'clock at night, “ is 
ruinous to good morals!” To toil six, and 
even seven days in succession, to acquire riel+ 
es which are not needed either for mainten- 
ance, or luxury, or any other use than that of 
being hoarded, is a matter rather of praise than 
of censure, with worldlings, and with some pro- 
fessors of religion too ; but to go to church four 
days in succession, to seek the salvation of im- 
mortal souls “is fanaticism !—is insufferable !— 
is a violation of the commandment, which says, 
siz days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work ! 

And who are they who thus urge us-to labor 
six days without going to church? Why they 
are generally people who either rarely go to 
church themselves, even on the Lord’s day ; or 
rarely work themselves on any day of the week. 
They are people who go to the theatre oftener 
than to the throne of grace.—Phi u 


phian. 
s J/REVIVALS. 
NEW-YORK CITY. 


The revival in this city, says the (Methodist) 
Christian Advocate, continues, and we think 
increases in interest and power. Let Chris- 
tians at home and abroad continue to pray and 
labor until “all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of God. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. C. Morton, to 
the Editor of the N. Y. Baptist Register, dated 
Manlius, Onon. co. March 30, 1831. “ 
Lord has of late been pouring out his Spirit 

loriously in this place. Probably 200 souls 
aS within three weeks been born into the 
kingdom, in this village and its vicinity, and 
the work has exceeded any thing I ever wit- 
nessed before.” 








MEADVILLE, (Pa.) AND VICINITY. 


The Rev. Mr. Bushnell, pastor of the Presby- 
terian church at Meadville, writes under date of 
March 29th. t 

Sabbath before last 32 made a public profession 
of their faith in Christ, and 10 or 12, beside these, 
give comfortable evidence of having passed from 
death unto life; and a very considerable number 
more are anxious about the salvation of their 


souls, 

One hundred and forty-eight members have 
been received into our church, on examination, 
during the last five years, beside the thirty-six 
recently received—and far from an equal 
number in each year, — 

An uncomonly interesting work of grace is 
now going on in Ripley, about 20 miles below 


the town of Erie. And I received a letter last 
week from brother Lyon, informing me that the 
Lord has coine down among his people, in Eri 
in great power—that Christians are aliv 

that sinners, from the man of 70, down to the 





show twenty-five Cocks.” 


child of 12, are flocking to Christ. 








Revivals. 


From the Connecticut Observer. 

Revival in Hartjord.-—The revival which has 
been in progress tor some time in this city, says 
the Observer of April 25th, continues as inter- 
esting at least, as at avy former period. The 
meetings are fully attended ; the solemnity is 
deep; and the power of truth seems to be felt. 
The ‘prospect is as encouraging to the friends 
of Zion among us, as it ever has been since 
the church of Christ was first established in 
Connecticut; and probably more.so. There is 
very little, if any, apparent excitement; and 
we see nothing to which any can object, unless 
‘they object to a serious attention to the word 
of God and the concerns of the soul. _Thus 
much is dueto the repeated enquiries made 
respecting the revival here: at some futuré 
‘time we hope'to give more particulars. 


- From the Episcopal Recorder. 

St. Paul's Church Philadelphia—The gra- 
cious Lord has been pleased in answer to his 
eople’s prayers, to pour out some measure of 
is Spirit upon this congregation. Morning 
prayer-ineetings are fully attended with a most 
solemn assembly. The meetings for inqury have 
been through this week well filled with souls 
anxiously asking the way of life, and there are 
now upwards of thirty cases of deep conviction 
of sin, among those hitherto careless. The 
Lord is thus beginning a revival iu this congre- 
gation, which we ardently hope may be carried 
on with power. There are now prayer-meet- 
ings. every morning at 6 o’clock, and three 
meetings for anxious inquiry in the week. And 
the public services of the Charch are crowded 
with attentive worshippers. O! that the time 
may soon come, when a deeply anxious spirit 
shall pervade all our Churches, and multitudes 
of souls shall be brought into the fold of Christ. 
Let Christians and Christian ministers be more 

and more engaged in this all-important wo 


We understand that a three or four days 
meeting will be held at New-Britain, to com- 
mence on Tuesday noon, May 3d. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Reli- 
gious. Intelligencer, dated Harpersfield, N. Y., 
‘April 12th, 1831. 

This region of country where I now reside is 
a barren waste. It is like Gideon’s fleece, all 
dry—while on every side of us the churches are 
wet with the dews of Heaven. Delhi, ever 
since it becarne the shire-town of this County, 
has been noted for its many vices, and for its 
infidelity. There was little or no encourage- 
ment for the ministers of the Cross of Christ 
to labor among them. ‘To the agreeuble disap- 
pointment of the friends of good morals, they 
got a temperance y, respectable in point 
of nombers and in ce, establish the 
village. A number of respectable Lawyers 
took their stand at the head of the society, and 
wonders have been wrought in that village in 
favor of temperance—and the temperance 
measures have been followed with the influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost. There has*been a 
very refreshing season there forthree or four 
months. A three days meeting was held there 








last week, and there were some of the most 
powerful displays of sovereign grace ever wit- 
nessed in any part of our country. It was vis- 
ible to all present that these displays were an 
immediate answer to the ardent, agonizing 
prayers which were offered up by the children 
of God. There was a shaking among the d 

bones which will never be forgotten. A chure 

of fifty members was formed in Delhi during 
the three days meeting—a part were old pro- 
fessors, and a part were new converts. Thirty 
or more were hopefully brought into the king- 
dom of Christ during the meeting. Well may 
the beholder say,‘ What hath God wrought,’ 

There has been a revival of some considera- 
ble standing in Franklin, in this county. They 
held a three days meeting, commencing the lat- 
ter part of last week. On the Sabbath there 
were ninety added to the Presbyterian church ; 
eighty one by profession, and nire by letter. 
Those who were present say that it was the 
most solemn, moving, refreshing day they ever 
witnessed. 

God is a wonder working God, and so he 
does, and will appear. In Burlington, Otsego 
Co., there was recently held a three or four 
days meeting. There was no appearance of 
life in the church when the meeting commen- 
ced. But the Spirit came like the rushing of a 
mighty wind, @nd prostrated every thing before 
it. Seventy {at the close of the meeting were 
rejoicing in God. Q, how unprepared many 
of God's professing people are for such a work. 


In a U. S. Sloop of War.—A letter from a 
young geutleman, dated “United States Sloop 
of War. Erie, Pensacola, W, Florida, 23d Nov. 

830,” to his brother, near Lexington, Ky. 


We have had some, and still continue to 
ve some glorious times on board of our ships; 
r 8 men, (sailors) have béen hopefully con- 
ed, and have come out boldly on the Lord’s 
side. We have no chaplai wt I have six 
volumes of Tracts—Baxter’s Saints’ Rest— 
Hervey’s Meditations—Meikle’s Journal, be. 
sides several other pious books that 1 gave out 
for them to read some mouths ago, and ihro’ 
the help of them (besides the sudden death of 
some of our men) they have been enabled by 
the mercy of God to see the awful condition 
they were in, so long as they were out of the 
ark of safety. There seems to be a great 
change ig@the men. Some that used to be 
engaged in singing lewd songs of nights, are 
now to be found every night seated on their 
mess-chests pinging, peaiacs to God and pray- 
ing, exhorting and begging their shipmates to 
flee from the wrath to come. It is as astonish- 
ing as it is glorious to hear them pray and ex- 
hort. They hold “aye 4 every night until 8 
o’clock ; at that ‘héur all lights are put out on 
the birth deck. There are about 25 or 30 sai- 
lors that attend regularly every night. J have 
conversed with them, and have found some 
truly sincere pious men.” 
In Courtland Vi , Courtland Co. N. Y.— 


A letter of “pe 7 says: A pleasing and inter- 
esting revival of religion. is in protons ta this 
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village. Meetings are held every day and have 
been for three wecks past. The Rensselaer 
school, and Female Seminary are sharing io 
the blessing, 

In Columbus, Chenango Co.—A letter from 
the Rev. Alvah Lilly, to the editors of the N 
Y. Obs., dated Columbus, April 14th, says: As 
the fruits of the revival, (communicated, about 
the middle of last summer,) we received at our 
communion in March an addition of thirty. 
Though this number is srfiall, yet to a feeble 
ehtureh it is a valuable accession. Most of 
these were cliildren of the covenant. For ten 
years past J could not learn that there had been 
more than one addition tothe church on exam- 
ination. The work continues, and at the pres- 
ent time is as interesting as it ever has been. 


In Virginia—Hampden Sidney .College—A 
gentleman in Virginia, in a letter to his friend 
in New-York city, dated Prince Edward C. H., 
April 13, 1831, says: 

he work of the Lord has been, and con- 
tinues to be, powerful. Last Sabbath, fifty 


were received into the church on confession. 
Several others are thought to have experienced 
a saving chunge during this season of refresh- 


ing. Seventy, or more, are now the subjects 
of very deep impressions. The work exceeds 
in power any thing of the kindgwhich I have 
ever witnessed. 

The exercises of its subjects appear to be 
genuine. About twelve of the students of col- 
lege indulge hopes. Seven of them, on Sab- 
bath last, connected themselves with the 
church. God now governs the college, and 
the faculty have only to look on and see his 
salvation. About three-fourths of the subjects 
of the work are males; many of them you 
persons in a course of literary education, 

a number of them professional men, with 

eral mechanics.” Even the poor blacks sh 
extensively ini the blessed influences that 

sent from above. 

The Synod have just closed an interesting 
session among us. Their visit has seemed to 
give a new impulse to the revival. They have 
confirmed the nomination of Dr. McAuley by 
the Synod of North Carolina to the office of 
professor in the Union Theological Seminary. 

Since I'saw you, I have attended a four days’ 

hing at Buckingham. There is now an 
Mteresting revival among that people. Many 
fields in the state are now white for the har- 
vest. O that there were more labo¥ers of the 
right stamp to enter into them!—WV. Y. Obs: 


In Middleb Coliege and town, Vt.—A cor- 

ndent of the Vermont Chronicle, in Mid- 

= ry, writes under date of April 9th, as fol- 
ws . 


We havea glorious revivali—It is now about 
two months, since it was known that a few—a 
very few professors of religion, in this village, 
were praying, (though in secret or in very small 
circles) with unusual cy of spirtt; and 
waiting for the promise of the Father, with 
unusual anxiety and expectation. Just before 
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the commencement of the Spring Term, two 
young men, connected with the College in this 
town, who with a few others had spent the 
winter vacation at the Institution, expressed a 
hope that they had found merey, and-declured 
their resolution to devote themselves to the ser- 
Soon it was 
apparent to those who discern the signs of the 
times, that Christians among us, or, at least a 
few in addition to those who had been awake 
were shaking themselves and rising from the dust. 
Prayer ‘meetings, without any public notice, 
were attended in considerable numbers, both 
in the village and in College, at 5 o’clock in the 
morning. It became apparent, that, both in 
the village, in the College, and in the Female 
Seminary, serious impressions were made on 
the minds of some impenitent sinners; and we 
had reason to hope, that a few had come to the 
determination “to seek and serve God.” In 
the mean time, the church, two weeks ago, 
after much discussion and prayer, resolved to 
hold a “Three Days’*meeting,” and invite the 
ministers of this vicinity to spend the season 
with us. 

After giving an account of the proceedings 
of the Tuesday and Wednesday previous the 
writer adds ; 


The scene of the last evening—Thursda 
evening—that last and great day of the feast, 1 
will not attempt to describe. Its imposing so- 
lemnities depended on circumstances too deli- 
cate to admit a description, When many—I * 
will not conjecture how many—when a large 
number of persons of different ages and classes 
presented themselves as anxious sinners, re- 
questing the prayers of their Christian friend 
the overwhelming solemnity of the scene coul 
only be felt by those who were permitted to 
witness it; it cannot be so described as to ex- 
cite sympathetic feelings in other minds, It 

med as if an awful crisis had arrived; and 
the destiny of immortal souls was about to be 

ided. The exercises of this evening brought 
he appointed meeting to aclose. The result 
was such as may always be expected, when 
the two great agencies of the gospel are so 
powerfully and so continuously exercised— 
when so much sanctifying truth is exhibited, 
accompanied by so many “effectual, fervent 
prayers ;’—the results were such, as might rea- 
sonably be anticipated from such a* protracted 
meeting,” properly called and judiciously con- 
ducted. any, who had hitherto lived with- 
out God in the world, are now rejoicing in 
hope. Many are anxiously inquiring, what 
must do to be saved. And an awful solemnity 
seems to rest on the minds of a large portion of 
the community. 

And now, Mr. Editor, let me request, for 
the members of our College, Academy, and 
Female Seminary! and for the inhabitants of 
this v and town, erest in your pray- 
ers, | the prayers o y Christien, w 
ma this communication. Qh, it is a:crit- 
ical moment with us—a season of awful inter- 
est and tremendous solemnity—a season big 
with uences to immortal souls, to the 
charch of C and perhaps to the far distant 
heathen. 





PoMy—A Hiding Place. 








POETRY. 


A HIDING PLACE.—Iea. xxzii. 2. 


Hatt, sov'reign love, that first began 
The scheme to rescue fallen man! 
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace, 
That gave my soul a hiding place. 
Against the God that rules the sky, 

I fought with hauds uplified high ; 
Despis’d the offers of his grace, 

Too proud to seek a hiding place. 
Enwrap’d in dark Egyptian night, 
And fond of darkness more than light, 
Madly I ran the sinful race, 

Secure without a hiding place. 

But thus the eternal counsel ran: 

* Almighty love! arrest the man ;” 

I felt the arrows of distress, 

And found | had no hiding place. 
Vindictive justice stood in view; , 
To Sinai’s fiery mount I flew ; 

But justice cry’d with’ frowning face: 
“ This mountain is-no hiding place.” 
But lo! a heavenly voice | heard— 
And mercy’s angel soon appear’d ; 
Who led me on a pleasing pace, 

To Jesus Christ, my hiding place. 
On him Almighty vengeance fell, 
Which must have sunk a world to hell ; 
He bore it for his chosen race, 

And now he is my hiding place. 


REPENTANCE. 

" ntance is the relinquishment of an c- 
dick Trem the eacoisiion that @ hav nded God : 
it is that disposition of mind by which, “the 
wicked man turneth away from his wickednes, 
and doth that which is lawful and right ;” and 
when this change is made, the repentance is 
complete. 


THE CHRISTIAN LYRE. 


The first Volome of Mr. Leavitt's Lyre is 
ted. A copy of it has been sent to us for a sample, 
very prettily bound in cambric and morocco—it may 
be found, we presume, at the stores. 

Our opinion of the collection has been repeatedly 
expressed, and its popularity now makes another wo- 
necessery. Mr. Leavitt has collected in a preface 
the commendations made of the work, (our own 
among the rest,) and they form a very strong list of 
vouchers. Objecti have been made to it, and in 
one or two instances in rather a sour strain ; but they 
came from these who tried the music alone in their 
studies, we should judge with a cool scientific ear; 














whereas it is expressly offered as a vehicle for the | 
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emotion of warm and devout bearts, “ where two or 
three are @ithered together in the name of their 
Lord.” This makes a difference. We rightly ap. 
preciate this laudable care for the reputation of mu- 
sic, and especially devotional music, and rejoice that 
there is even a Hastings or two in our country will. 
ing to look to it, and labor for it. But in our solicitude 
to keep the standard elevated and refiwed, there is 
such asthing as professional zeal’s leading to the 
other extreme. Music that is refined and sublim- 
ated, high above the lowly feelings of a contrite 
heart, is as much to be deplored as that whichts 
low and vulgar in the other extreme. A pompous 
and inflated professor of rhetoric is as much out of 
place in a conference room of cordial Christians, as 
a stupid or irreverant speaker. Yet if the one will 
come down and the other come up, to a medium of 
reverance, pertinance and hearty sincerity, each 
will in their turn find congenial hearers in an assem- 
bly of humble, grateful and devout Christians. 

As far as our acquaintance with the Lyre goes, 
almost any Christian may play upon it, and make it 
the vehicle of his heart according to his own taste. 





NOTICE. 


Clergymen visiting New-York city during the ap- 
proaching religious anniversaries, are requested to 
call at Mr. John P. Haven’s Bookstore, in the Aweti- 
can Tract Society House, No. 142. Nassau street, 
that their Chriftian brethren may have the opportu- 
nity of furnishing them with accommodations during 
the anniversaries. 

The invitation is cordially given with an assurance 
from the undersigned, that it will be esteemed a priv- 
ilege by our Christian friends, especially at this sea- 
son of unusual religious solemnity, to eatertain min- 
isters of Christ in their families. 

ARTHUR TAPPAN, | ABIJAH FISHER, 
JOHN STEARNS, WELL HOLBROOK, 
MOSES ALLEN, - WHEELWRIGHT, 

| R. T, HAINES. 


Editors of religious papers are requested to no- 
the above. > 


SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES.—The sum- 
mer term of Mx. Hernicx'’s Scoot, will commence 
on Monday the 9h of May. 
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Letters received al the Office of the Religious Intelligen 
cer during the week ending April 27 1831. 


Orrin Cooke, Meriden, Dr. A. Morse, Dorset, Abra- 





Nation, J. C. Hubbell, Chazy, David Cady, Mine- 
ville, Rev. Elisha Yale, Kingsborough, P. Adams, 
Esq., Durham. 
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